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Meet the music

i

deSol

de5ol is pock with Latin flavor. 1t's the result
of a Salvadoren man jamming with a Hungari-
an, 8 MexicanTrishman, a couple of Germans &
Peruvian ond a Puerto Rican, deSol is the resuli
of Albie Monterross, a Hollis, Queens native
obsessad with music and obscssed with merg:
ing his Latin background with his rock ‘n’ roll
influences. Even when he's on vacation, Monizr-
rosa is mever far from his guitar end a lsptop to
record on. The band has seen recent success and
its music is regutarly played on 92.5 The Riv-
er (WXRV). Listen for the songs “Karma” and

Jazz & Blues performers s

peak

“Blanco ¥ Nepro” from their scif-titled debut
studio album, Albie Monterrosa of deSol talked
10 us about his Latin soul and how, as a kid, he
attacked Run DMC.

See them lives deSol performs Saturday, June

17, from 8:30 to 10 pan.

You guys have been around for a while and
ghis is your first studio elbum?

Yesh. We did & demo in 2001, and some of
thisse tracks off that went on the new release.

How many ef you are In this eclectic band?
There are seven of ws. We still do the van and
KUV thing. We have a 15-passcnger van and a
big SUV and a trailer. We looked into geuwing
a tour bus but it's very expensive ... with gas
ton. Dio-diesel would be great, bul even with
that you still need a bus driver. It's just easi-
er Lhis way.
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Yoour talk aboust Bow you want o fll your musde with
FLatin sonl. So what is Latin soul?

I'he Latino thing i rrostly about drumming and get-
ting ¢lose to Mother Earth sod the langoage. When 1
started deSol, and started gofng back 0 my roots, is
when the doors sarisd opening for me a5 a musicizn.
The spirit is about embrucing the world. It's like, when
people came over my house when [was a kid my mom
would always couk them food. There was always a
sense of lamily and that's what we have here.

Whe in rock "n® rolf has inspired you?

| wis a plano player since 1 was seven, so L love Elon
[#obn]. He's my god. And there's Billy Jocl I just had
dreams of heing on stage playing a piano with the big
spedlight. 1 kowed John Lennon, how he gathered people,
and 1 loved [Bob] Marley in my toonags years.

Did pou intentiomally gather a diverse group of
mesiclans when you formed the band?

1 just prayed so haed for the right people and it justhap-
pened. 1 wanted o brotherhood. | didn't just wart hired
guys. | wanted a feeling of family and camarnderie,

Growing up dn Hollis, Queens, did yow ever rit
fnto Run DMC?

Absolutzly, 1 used o woek at Hillslde Deli and they
woulkl hang out outside of the deli. That's when they
were just starting lo blow up, They'dsmoke thelr Kools
and buy their 405 of Colis. Onz day, probably when |
was shout 14 and it was winter ... we were walking
wround our neighbochood to get our wead from the cor-
et and our beers, nd we saw Run DMC getling out of
their limos. We belied them with snowballs and ran,

Really?
I swegr to God,

If you got in a brawl with Los Lonely Boys, who
would win? Keep In mind that the winner of chat flghi
would go on to fight the chempions, Los Lobos

W would.

Wiyt
There are three of them and there are seven of us.
And we'd Leke Los Lobos too,

No way. You didn't fust say that.

Yes. How many of thern ase there ammwanys? [Nots
Wyere are five of them. | And we've pot Ray (Turall) He's
siright from Harlem, He Jooks Bhe s bouncer. I'm the
wieakest one, 1°d probably just stand back znd wasdh




