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Asbury Park band brings Latin
and rock fusion to the masses
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desol is from left, Jeremy ®}Ho" Hoenlg (drums); Rich “Soto™ Soto (electric
guitar and vocals); Chris Guice (bass guitar and vocals); Albie Monterrosa
({lead vocals and acoustic guitar); James Guerrero (congas, vocals and per-
cusslon); Andy Letke (plano and organ); Ray “Raysito™ Turull (timbales and

percussion).
We took advantage of the cover

speni becatse our music ks very dance-

able,” sald Montermoss. “We could play
95 percent originals in a two hour set
and play a couple of Santana covers and
et pakd $1,500 at the Jersey shore.”

People soon took notice. Venues and
artists’ began opening doors for the
band in Mew Jersey, and around the
world.

In 2004, deSol hatl its first huge gig
opening for REM, at Palacio de Los

Deportes In Mexico City, performing
before 16,000 people.

desol has since shared the stage
with Big Bol of Outkast, Rhses Traveler,
Ozomatll, Cypress Hill and Los Lonely
Boys, From March 17 to March 19, the
severn-member band will be perform-
ing in Texas at South by Southwest fes:
tival. Additionally, the band (s slated
for a 26-city tour with The Wailers this

Spring.
desol also camed acclalm in The
New York Times, Boston Globe and the

" New York Post and appeared on nation-

ally syndicated The World Café radio
show, The guys even walked the red
carpet at the Latin Grammys for two
years running.

Two years ago, deSol signed with
major. record label Curb/Reprise
Records. It was only last year that the
band released lis self-titled debut
album. The CD Is a revamped remake
of the bands 2003 sell-produced
album called “Spanish Radio.”

While selling well, the newer album
didn't meet Monterrosa's mushcal stan-
dards.

It ended up sounding like this pol-
ished plece of shit,” he said of the pit-
falls of slgning with a commercial mon-
eymaking major label.

But, Monterrosa belleves the advan:
tages of signing with Curby/Reprise out-
welghs the disadvantages.

“The positive was enough success
that I'm a lot farther than 1 was a year
and a hall ago,” he added. *The most
impartant thing to any new artist is o
bulld your audience.”
already working o its
new album, which s expected to be
less Spanish orented and more rock-
rooted. Monterrosa’s not worried this
time that the Label will um his music

latino rockers just a latin rock band?

“We dio represent the Latin rock thing
absolutely, but do I see it that way? No,
because I'm too close involved in 1L
Monlerrossa =said. “We are becoming
more world music in a way, but at the
end of the day our lyrics are of pop
accessibility and so Is the singing style.
It's all very easy to digest.”

Check desol out. for yourself at the
Stone Pony in Asbury Park on March 24
ar B pum. For more [nformation ‘call
(732) 502-0600. Or fog onlo the band’s
official Web site at desolmusic.com or
al myspace.comy/desolmusic.




